God Grew Tired of Us (National Geographic)
Summary of the film
God Grew Tired Of Us is a documentary that was directed and written by Christopher Dillon. It is basically a chronicle of John Bul, who was a Christian residing in Southern Sudan. While he was 13 years of age, he had no option but forced to flee from his own village at night as he was escaping from the ruthless Muslim soldiers originating from the North. In the midst of the civil war in Sudan, John flees together with one of his friend named Abraham. John, Abraham together with other boys, walk without food and water apart from the little they get on their way and finally manage to get to Ethiopia. All this while, they walk carefully not to come into contact with the djellabas (Muslim soldiers).  The boys fight of dehydration, hunger, and even attacks and finally get to the United Nations refugee camp located in the country of Ethiopia. 
While at the camp, the political climate becomes unfavorable to them forcing them to head to Kenya. As they were preparing to leave for Kenya, the soldiers from Ethiopia attack their camp, making all boys to cross the river that was full of crocodiles. Many of them get shot by the Ethiopian soldiers; some drown in the river while others get feasted on by crocodiles. However, John survives the ordeal. He arrives in Kenya and begins a new life as he is able to go to school. He eventually gets to high school level and then, later on, is given a chance to move to the USA permanently. His life changes completely for better and that prompts him to make a difference to those in Sudan by building of hospitals for the poor. 
My point of view and cultural relation
The film God Grew Tired of Us is full of instances that sticks to you and even makes you have a different thought of the things we really take for granted while living in this modern world. I would say that Dillon is an amazing director in that he captures details that are not common in many films. The narrator employs facts by backing them with not only visual representation of statistics but also by use of maps, this according to me makes the movie build credibility. He also documents the immense struggle of the South Sudan people by introducing a means in which we can substantially make help and make a huge difference to the less fortunate in the society. 
As I watched the film, I learned a lot about the political unrest that took place in Sudan as well as the fate of John together with his friends who went to the Kenyan refugee camp.  It was both interesting and scary at the same time. The images of children who were starving, some so sick while others malnourished with flies hovering around them, was gruesome. However, at the end of it all, there was hope as most of the boys were accepted in the American system, this meant that they would get educated and find jobs for themselves. I also enjoyed culture shock in the movie, the boys’ first experience on an airplane and eating American food for the very first time. Surprisingly, the few younger ones somehow became complacent and even completely forgot about the troubles back in their motherland, however, many of them became very hardworking as some had more than two jobs while still at college. They went to an extent of sending money back home, looking for their relatives and even establishing foundations.  
There is a clear disparity in terms of cultural values in the film between the communal societies to that of the society that is individualistic. The boys while in the United States, despite the fact that they had enough food, decent shelter, schooling, and even jobs, they felt to be lonely. They were used to their communal way of life back at home, by being together with their family members and friends rather than staying alone in an apartment. A revelation that, we need to work and satisfy our needs but also find the time and connect with those who are important.
Another cultural difference in the film is seen when people were discussing about the meaning of Christmas back in Africa in comparison to how the Christmas holiday is celebrated in the U.S. According to the men in the film, the Christmas in Africa is mainly focused on the birth of Jesus Christ this is to mean that people would sing, dance and find time for their friends and families. This was a bit different in the U.S as it was celebrated just like other commercial holidays.  They had no idea of the meaning of the Christmas tree and Santa Claus as well.  It was more of a day for buying and exchanging of gifts. 
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